
High School 101 
Course Syllabus Fall 2014 

Grade 9 
1/2 Credit 

 
 
Instructor: 
Mrs. Vanderhoff 
vanderc@huskers.k12.mo.us 
660.584.3661 
  
Course Description:  
This course will focus on organizational and study skills that will benefit the student transitioning 
from 8th grade into high school. 
 
Challenges of 9th Grade:  

 Increased academic demands 

 Larger, more anonymous school environment 

 Socially challenging school culture 

 Students’ limited knowledge about courses and skills they need in high school 
 
Course Objectives: 

 Ensure that student understands what courses are required for high school graduation as well 
as those courses that would benefit them in their post-secondary plans 

 Help students to monitor academic progress and seek out the support that may be necessary to 
be successful in high school 

 Educate students about the high school environment and expectations 

 Discuss the skills students will need for an academically rigorous high school career 

 Create a trusting relationship with a high school faculty member 
 
Grading Policy and Procedures: 
Grading will be based on total points at the end of each quarter. Your quarter grade will be 
determined from assignments, participation, preparation, and log checks. 
 
Daily Required Materials: 

 Planner!!! 

 Pencil and/or pen 

 Any homework, textbooks, notebooks, folder, and/or notes from your other classes 
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Attendance: 

 You are expected to attend each class and to be on time. 

 Come to class prepared with ALL of your necessary work. 
 
Tardiness: 
Students are expected to be in their seat and ready to work when the bell rings. If you are not doing 
this, you are considered to be tardy. Class begins when the bell rings. In the event that a student is 
tardy to class because of another teacher, they must have a pass from the office or teacher 
excusing them from being late.  
 
Once a student has accumulated three (3) unexcused tardies, they will be issued a detention that 
will be served with me. Detentions will be served on Thursday after school until 3:45 p.m. If this 
detention is missed, an office referral will be made. 
 
Classroom Procedures/Rules: 
1. No food, including candy, allowed.  
2. Bottled water ONLY. Must have a lid. 
3. When working on a computer, ask for help with computer problems. Don’t try to fix them 

yourself. 
4. Handle the equipment carefully.  
5. Do NOT roll the chairs around the room. They may be adjusted one time at the beginning of the 

period. 
6. No writing on the tables, chairs, computers, etc. Also, keep your hands on your own equipment. 
7. The mouse is placed under the monitor at the end of the block. 
8. Push in your chair at the end of the block. 
9. Clean up any trash/papers from your work area. 
10. Do not make any changes to programs that you are not specifically asked to make. 
11. Printing ONLY for this class is allowed. The default black and white printer is the hs117 B/W 602.  
12. NO use of the Internet unless you have been given permission. You may have to access this to 

complete work for the class. 
13. NO checking of e-mail during school unless you have been given permission to do so in order to 

retrieve an assignment. 
14. Place all papers in the appropriate try for your class on the counter. 
15. If you have extra class time at the end of class, read a book or work on other homework. 

 
 
 
 
 


